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R e s e A R c h  R O U N D U p

Through partnerships with local universities and nonprofits, the 

National Conference on Citizenship (NCoC) expanded America’s 

Civic Health Index in 2009 by providing localized data in state-

specific indices, including California, Florida, Illinois, Minnesota, 

New Hampshire, and Ohio. CIRCLE contributed in the analysis of 

the state-specific data.

In many statEs, thE EConomIC RECEs-
sIon sEEms to havE ExaCERbatEd thE 
CIvIC InEquaLItIEs that aLREady ExIst 
among Low-InComE, non-CoLLEgE- 
EduCatEd, and mInoRIty popuLatIons.

As seen in the 2009 America’s Civic Health Index, the economic 

recession has caused Americans to draw back from civic life. 

State-specific data show that this is more so the case with certain 

states in comparison to others. In many states, the economic 

recession seems to have exacerbated the civic inequalities that 

already exist among low-income, non-college-educated, and 

minority populations. Additionally, the findings show a shift 

in citizen engagement from institutionalized engagement to 

more personal forms. Individual factors beyond the economic 

recession – such as trust in government – may also be impacting 

civic participation. The 2009 index is based on a survey of 1,518 

Americans and an additional oversample of 2,371 respondents in 

six states. For more information see www.ncoc.net.

minneSoTa and new hamPShire rePorT 
STronG civic TradiTion 

Two of the states – Minnesota and New Hampshire – fared 

comparatively well in civic health. Both states ranked above the 

national average on a variety of civic indicators including: volun-

teering during the past year (NH 43%, MN 60%, National 35%), 

and working with people in their neighborhood to solve a com-

munity problem (NH 19%, MN 16%, National 15%). Moreover, cit-

izens in both states were more likely than citizens in other states 

to view their state’s civic tradition as strong. According to Harry 

Boyte and Nan Skelton, the authors of the Minnesota report, 

“When it comes to the combination of voting, volunteering and 

trying to institute change in their own neighborhoods, no state 

in the country has had more engaged citizens over the past few 

years than Minnesota.” Minnesota led the nation by its citizens’ 

overall engagement level. Moreover, New Hampshire showed 

a strong commitment to volunteering: 43% of New Hampshire 

residents volunteered within the past year, compared with the 

national average of 35%.

in ohio and caliFornia non-colleGe and 
immiGranT reSidenTS helP in alTernaTive 
wayS  

In Ohio, demographic groups responded differently to the eco-

nomic downturn. Similar to the national trend, Ohioans with 

college experience were more likely to engage in traditional civic 

behaviors, such as attending public meetings or volunteering, 

than those with no college experience. Fifteen percent of adults 

with college experience said they participated in community 

projects, compared to the 11% of non-college educated adults. 

Ohioans without college experience were more likely to give 

food or money to a relative in need (57%) compared to those 

with some college experience (44%) or those with a college 

degree (29%). 

nEw ImmIgRants In CaLIfoRnIa wERE 
moRE LIkELy than non-ImmIgRants to 
havE attEndEd a CLub oR CommunIty 
mEEtIng (34% vs. 27%) oR woRkEd wIth 
othERs on pREssIng IssuEs In thEIR  
CommunIty.

California – the state with the largest immigrant population1 – 

has also seen a shift from traditional forms of service to more 

personal contributions. New immigrants in California were more 

likely than non-immigrants to have attended a club or commu-

nity meeting (34% vs. 27%) or worked with others on pressing 

issues in their community; minorities also showed higher levels 

of confidence in the federal government than non-minorities 

(48% Black, 35% Hispanic, 22% White).

Continued on Page 9

2009 civic healTh STaTe rePorTS reFlecT uniQue characTeriSTicS 
amonG STaTeS 
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a r o u n d  T h e  C I r C L e :  r e s e a r C h  a n d  p r a C T I C e

n “REALITY CHECK: OBAMA’S BASE LIKELY TO DISAPPOInT 
DEMS,” BY DAVID PAuL KuHn, realclearpolitics, 
5/17/2010

n “MILLEnnIAL, ISSuES AnD POLITICS,” BY DEMFROMCT, 
daily kos, 5/16/2010

n “OPPOSITE OF RADICAL: TODAY’S YOuTH TRuST unCLE 
SAM,” BY TOVIA SMITH, nPR’S MORnInG EDITIOn, 5/11/2010

n “InSIDE THE BELTWAY,” BY JEnnIFER HARPER, 
washington times, 4/29/2010

n “LESS POLITICAL ACTIVITY THAn ‘08,” BY EMILY 
SCHuLTHEIS, daily pennsylvanian, 4/29/2010

n “POnDERInG MILLEnnIAL POLITICAL VIEWS,” BY BEn 
GODDARD, wiretap magazine, 4/17/2010

n “CIVIC EXAMS MIGHT nOT BE A BAD IDEA” BY JAMES 
BuRnETT, miami herald, 4/9/2010

n “SKEPTICISM GROWInG AMOnG YOunG AMERICAnS” BY 
KERRI MILLER, minnesota public radio, 3/24/2010

n “YOuTH AnD POLITICS,” BY AnOnYMOuS, boston 
globe BLOG, 3/7/2010

n “WILL THE nEXT GEnERATIOn BE AS CIVIC-MInDED,” BY 
CHuCK RAASCH, argus leader, 3/4/2010

n “PROGnOSIS nEGATIVE,” BY JESSE SInGAL, nEWSWEEK, 
2/3/2010

 

c i r c l e  i n  t h e  n e w s illinoiS and Florida STrenGThen PolicieS 
To enGaGe youTh in civic liFe

Civic culture in Illinois was hit hard by both the economic reces-

sion and several events that caused severe political distrust. 

Citizens of Illinois did, however, have high levels of trust for their 

fellow Illinoisans and also showed support for a federal civic 

agenda: 72% of Illinoisans support policies to implement civic 

education assessments, compared to 66% nationwide. In addi-

tion, 76% of Illinoisans support a service-learning requirement, 

five percentage points higher than the national average. Within 

the past year, steps have been taken in Illinois to improve civic 

education. Specifically, the Illinois Reform Commission asked 

Governor Pat Quinn to make recommendations for political 

reform – identifying civic education as a top priority. 

Similarly, Florida, a state that is suffering from a civic depres-

sion, is looking to strengthen civic life. According to the report, 

the state has one of the worst civic cultures, ranking 46th in 

the entire nation. Engagement among youth has been a con-

cern; data show that Floridian Millennials (15–29 years old) are 

less likely than Seniors (65 and older) to be engaged in their 

community (7% vs. 21%). In 2010, the Florida State Legislature 

passed the “Justice Sandra Day O’Connor Civics Education Act.” 

This act adds social studies, including civics, to the list of sub-

jects tested in the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test.2

To download reports for Minnesota, New Hampshire, California, 

Ohio, Illinois and Florida, please visit the National Conference 

on Citizenship’s Web site at www.ncoc.net.«

endnoTeS

1  http://www.cis.org/articles/2007/back1007.pdf

2  http://www.ncoc.net/index.php?tray=content&tid=top41&cid=2kc45


