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Official Youth Voter Turnout Rate in 2010 was 24%
New Census Data Confirm African American and Asian Youth Increased Their
Turnout Rates in 2010 Midterms
Youth Turnout Overall Similar to Past Midterm Elections
State-by-State Data Available at www.civicyouth.org

Interviews with Experts Available; Contact Sarah Shugars at 617-627-2029 or
Sarah.Shugars@tufts.edu

Tisch College, Medford/Somerville, Mass -- An estimated 24% of young people (ages
18-29) voted in the 2010 midterm elections, according to newly released Census data
analyzed by the Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement
(CIRCLE) at the Tisch College of Citizenship and Public Service at Tufts University.
While turnout declined slightly between 2006 and 2010, youth turnout remained similar
to past midterm elections and tracks a similar decline in adult turnout.

Graph 1: Voter Turnout by Age, 1974-2010
70%

60%

54.0% : 51,4%
50% T6%

49.1%
40%
29.5%
30% 24-0%
20% 25:4% 21.3%

10%

0%

1974 1978 1982 1986 1990 1994 1998 2002 2006 2010

=== 18-24 Citizen =@=25 and older Citizen

=t 18-29 Citizen 30 and older Citizen

In 2010, as in 2008, young African Americans led the way in youth voter turnout. Young
African Americans voted at a rate of 27.5% compared to 24.9% of young Whites,
17.6% of young Latinos and 17.7% of young Asian Americans. Turnout among White
youth declined more than that of any other race/ethnicity between 2006 and 2010.



“Youth turnout has stayed between 22% and 25% in all midterm elections since 1998,
compared to an average of 30% in the 1970s and 1980s. We have to find a way to raise
it," said CIRCLE director Peter Levine.

The report also found a closing gender gap in turnout. Turnout among young females
declined between 2006 and 2010 by three points shrinking the growing “gender gap” in
voting. In 2008, for example, an eight point voter turnout gap existed between young
men and women (54.9% of young females voted compared to 47.2% of young men).

In 2010, the gap shrunk to just slightly over one percentage point.

As in past elections, young people with at least some college experience voted at twice
the rate as their counterparts without college experience.

Finally, the youth voter turnout rate varied greatly from state to state with a high of
35.7% in Oregon to a low of just 13.6% in Nebraska.

CIRCLE (The Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement)
conducts and promotes research on the civic and political engagement of young Americans.. A
part of the Jonathan M. Tisch College of Citizenship and Public Service at Tufts University,
CIRCLE has received funding from The Pew Charitable Trusts, Carnegie Corporation of New York
and several other foundations.

The Jonathan M. Tisch College of Citizenship and Public Service, a national leader in civic
engagement, prepares students from all fields of Tufts University to become engaged public
citizens and community leaders.

Tufts University, located on three Massachusetts campuses in Boston, Medford/Somerville,
and Grafton, and in Talloires, France, is recognized as one of the premier research universities in
the United States. Tufts enjoys a global reputation for academic excellence and for the
preparation of students as leaders in a wide range of professions. A growing number of
innovative teaching and research initiatives span all Tufts campuses, and collaboration among the
faculty and students in the undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs across the
University's schools is widely encouraged.
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