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By the people

STAFF 

Peter Levine,
Director 

Kei Kawashima-Ginsberg, 
Lead Researcher  

Abby Kiesa,
Youth Coordinator & 
Researcher

Emily Hoban Kirby,
Senior Researcher

Surbhi Godsay,     
Researcher

Kathy O’Connor,  
Staff Assistant

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

Biko Baker,                         
The League of Young Voters

Michael X. Delli Carpini, 
Annenberg School,  
University of Pennsylvania 
(chair)

Tom Ehrlich,             
The Stanford School of 
Education

Maya Enista,                 
Mobilize.org

Constance Flanagan,            
University of Wisconsin

William A. Galston,                   
Brookings Institution

Shawn Ginwright,
Cesar Chavez Institute for 
Public Policy at San Francisco 
State University

Diana Hess,                
The Spencer Foundation

Deb Jospin,                          
sagawa/jospin consulting  
firm (ex officio, as chair of 
Tisch Board of Advocates)

Joseph Kahne,                  
Mills College
 
Richard M. Lerner,                    
Tufts University

Meira Levinson,         
Harvard Graduate School of 
Education

Susan Ostrander,             
Tufts University

Kent Portney,                  
Tufts University

Carmen Sirianni,       
Brandeis University

Dorothy Stoneman, 
YouthBuild USA

Lauren Young,            
Spencer Foundation

Current circle staff 
and 
advisory board

circle 
UNdergraduate 
and graduate 
assistants
 

Mark Adamshick

Benjamin Brown

Soumya Chattopadhyay

Melissa Kovacs

Sean Conner

Jillian Dube

Brent Elrod

Joshua Gillerman

Conner Glennon

Billy Grayson

Sara E. Helms

Whitney Henderson

Chris Herbst

Gary Homana

Kate Howard

Gabriel Karger

Jason P. Kolaczkowski

Samantha Linkins

Andrew Mayersohn

Elliott McCarthy

Kimberlee Moore

Roberto D. Münster

Laura Nelson

Amanda Nover

Michael Olander

Alexander P. Orlowski

Haley Pero

Kumar V. Pratap

Jared Sagoff

Elias Sanchez-Eppler

Amber Simco

Krista Schmitt

Allison Stagg

Allison Swartz

Josh Tobias

Jingcong Zhao

The current CIRCLE staff would like to thank all the people who have contributed to making our organization successful over the past ten years.  The 

people listed below played vital roles in CIRCLE’s ability to produce timely and relevant research.  We would especially like to thank 
Bill Galston, our first director, who worked tirelessly to develop the mission of our organization and 
continues to serve as key advisor and champion of our work. We also thank deans Robert Hollister and 
Nancy Wilson and their colleagues, who created space for our work within the Jonathan M. Tisch College 
of Citizenship and Public Service at Tufts University. 
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circle past staff and 
past advisory board

PAST STAFF 

William A. Galston,
Director (2001-2006) 
Board Member  
(2006-Present)

Deborah Both, 
Senior Advisor  
(2001-2008)

Demetria Sapienza, 
Administrative Assistant 
(2001-2005)

Dionne Williams, 
Program Assistant  
(2005-2008)

Barbara Cronin, 
Business Manager  
(2001-2008)

Carrie Donovan, 
Youth Coordinator  
(2002-2004)

Mark H. Lopez, 
Research Director  
(2001-2008)

Karlos Barrios Marcelo, 
Research Assistant 
(2005-2008)

PAST ADVISORY BOARD 
MEMBERS

Benjamin R. Barber, 
University of Maryland

Richard M. Battistoni,
Providence College

Lisa Garcia Bedolla,
University of California,
Irvine

W. Lance Bennett,
University of Washington

Shelley Billig,
RMC Research 
Corporation

Harry Boyte,
Humphrey Institute
of Public Affairs,
University of Minnesota

Barry Checkoway,
University of Michigan

Todd Clark,
Constitutional Rights
Foundation

Marco Davis,
National Council of La 
Raza

Ivan Frishberg,
State Public Interest
Research Groups

Fredrick Harris,
University of Rochester

Elizabeth L. Hollander,
Campus Compact

Jane Junn,
Rutgers University

Joseph E. Kahne,
Mills College

Scott Keeter,
George Mason University
Pew Research Center

Ruth B. Mandel,
Rutgers University

Sheilah Mann,
Civic Education 
Consultant

John Patrick,
Indiana University-
Bloomington

Terry L. Pickeral,
National Center for 
Learning & Citizenship, 
Education Commission  
of the States

Kay Lehman Schlozman,
Boston College

Michael Sherraden,
Washington University
in St. Louis

Judith Torney-Purta,
University of Maryland

John Transue,
Duke University

Jaime Ernesto Uzeta,
Strategic Partnerships &
Public Affairs,
MTV: Music Television

Wendy Wheeler,
Innovation Center
for Community &
Youth Development

“I anticipate that when 
New Hampshire brings 
real civic education and 
engagement to all NH 
public schools, it will be, 
in large part, because  
of the guidance of  
CIRCLE and that CIRCLE 
will have been highly 
effective in making civic 
engagement a reality for 
NH youth.” 
 
—Mary Susan Leahy, 
President of the New 
Hampshire Supreme 
Court Society and 
the facilitator of 
the Society’s Civic 
Education Task Force

“CIRCLE is extremely 
effective—the 
organization is operating 
broadly (and by that, 
I mean you are not in 
a silo), across many 
communities in the 
big and diverse civic 
engagement field, and 
with total and complete 
integrity.” 
 
—Diana Hess, the 
spencer foundation 15
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CIRCLE
Jonathan M. Tisch College of Citizenship
and Public Service
Lincoln Filene Hall
Tufts University
Medford, MA 02155

CIRCLE would also like to thank several foundations and their program officers for their support over 
the years.  

Tobi Walker and Michael Delli Carpini of The Pew Charitable Trusts and Cynthia Gibson and Geraldine Mannion of Carnegie Corporation of 

New York provided invaluable guidance to CIRCLE and helped us to find our place in the field of civic engagement.  

David Mathews, John Dedrick, and Ileana Marin of the Kettering Foundation were partners in qualitative work that has led to a better under-

standing of the political views of both college and non-college young people.  

Our partnerships with the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) and the National Conference on Citizenship (NCOC) 

helped to create stable measures of the country’s civic health over the past six years.  

In addition, we are grateful for financial support from the following foundations and organizations: Abt Associates, Beldon Foundation, Bonner 

Foundation, Bringing Theory to Practice, Civic Enterprises, Cricket Island Foundation, Ford Foundation, JEHT Foundation, Kellogg Foundation, 

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, the Massachusetts Department of Education, New America Foundation, Next Generation Learning 

Challenges, Omidyar Network, Spencer Foundation, Solidago Fund, Taking it Global, The Campaign for the Civic Mission of Schools, Tides 

Foundation, the Jonathan M. Tisch College of Citizenship and Public Service, and the United States Department of Education.
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