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i n  t h i s  i s s u eVolunteering eases return to CiVilian life 
for Young Veterans

recent	veterans	who	have	volunteered	since	returning	to	the	united	states	show	a	bet-

ter	 adjustment	 to	 civilian	 life	 than	 their	 fellow	 returned	 servicemen	 and	 women	 who	

have	not	volunteered,	according	to	a	new	CIrCLe	report	entitled	“volunteering	and	Civic	

engagement	among	recent	veterans.”	

Graph 1: Transition to U.S. Among Volunteering and Non-Volunteering Veterans

Source: Civic Enterprises OIF/OEF Veterans Survey 

The	 report	 shows	 that	 volunteering	 helps	 bolster	 ties	 to	 the	 community	 and	 eases	 the	

transition	 back	 to	 civilian	 life.	 	 It	 draws	 on	 information	 on	 veteran	 volunteering	 trends	

from	 Civic	 enterprises’	 survey	 of	 operation	 Iraqi	 freedom	 (oIf)	 and	 operation	 enduring	

freedom	 (oef)	 veterans,	 the	 Census	 2008	 Current	 Population	 survey	 volunteering	

supplement,	and	the	2009	Civic	health	Index.		fifty-five	percent	of	volunteering	veterans	

say	the	transition	is	going	well,	a	full	nine	percentage	points	higher	than	non-volunteering	

veterans.		forty-eight	percent	of	volunteering	veterans	also	report	that	the	needs	of	their	

family	are	being	met	compared	with	38	percent	of	non-volunteering	veterans.		

“america’s	soldiers	who	dedicate	their	service	to	our	country	often	return	with	strong	skills	

and	 seek	 ways	 to	 participate	 more	 actively	 in	 their	 communities,”	 said	 CIrCLe	 Director	

Peter	Levine.	“veterans	have	a	lot	to	give,	and	getting	civically	involved	can	help	ease	the	

transition	back	into	civilian	life	and	foster	valuable	relationships	among	veterans	and	com-

munity	members	of	all	ages.”
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The ReseaRch Roundup column highlighTs RecenT  

ReseaRch findings commissioned oR geneRaTed by  

ciRcle. also included is an updaTe on new ciRcle  

pRoducTs such as facT sheeTs, ReseaRch aRTicles,  

ReseaRch absTRacTs, bibliogRaphies, and daTaseTs.  

circle staff and 
advisory board
STAFF

Peter Levine,
Director

Kei Kawashima-Ginsberg,
Lead Researcher 

Abby Kiesa,
Youth Coordinator & 
Researcher

Emily Hoban Kirby,
Senior Researcher

Surbhi Godsay,
Researcher

ADVISORY BOARD 
MEMBERS

Biko Baker,
The League of Young 
Voters

Julie Chavez Rodriguez,
Cesar E. Chavez 
Foundation

Michael X. Delli Carpini,
Annenberg School, 
University of Pennsylvania 
(chair)

Tom Ehrlich, 
Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of 
Teaching

Maya Enista,
Mobilize.org

Constance Flanagan,
Penn State University

William A. Galston,
Brookings Institution

Diana Hess,
University of Wisconsin

 
Deb Jospin,
sagawa/jospin consulting 
firm (ex officio, as chair of 
Tisch Board of Advocates)

Joseph Kahne,
Mills College

Rich Lerner,
Tufts University

Meira Levinson,
Harvard Graduate School 
of Education

Susan Ostrander,
Tufts University

Kent Portney,
Tufts University

Carmen Sirianni,
Brandeis University

Dorothy Stoneman,
YouthBuild

Lauren Young,
Spencer Foundation

Veterans show Commitment to serViCe when 
giVen meaningful oPPortunities

serving	 in	 the	military	may	have	given	a	 large	portion	of	veterans	

the	opportunity,	motivation,	and	skills	to	participate	more	actively	

in	 their	 communities	 upon	 their	 return.	 for	 instance,	 39	 percent	

of	veterans	who	have	volunteered	since	their	 return	 from	oIf/oef	

were	not	regular	volunteers	before	serving	in	the	military.	

The	data	showed	how	service	abroad	influenced	their	service	back	

home,	 suggesting	 that	 veterans	 are	 looking	 for	 opportunities	 to	

use	the	skills	they	learned	in	the	military.	Those	veterans	who	spent	

most	of	their	time	on	planning	and	reconstruction	(e.g.,	rebuilding	

roads,	infrastructure,	humanitarian	assistance,	training	local	leaders)	

were	 slightly	 more	 likely	 to	 volunteer	 back	 home	 than	 those	 who	

took	 part	 in	 other	 activities	 (such	 as	 combat,	 medical	 assistance,	

etc.).

although	 61	 percent	 of	 oIf/oef	 veterans	 strongly	 agree	 that	

american	citizens	have	a	basic	responsibility	to	serve	the	public,	the	

report	shows	only	25	percent	of	returned	veterans	who	served	after	

2001	volunteer—a	rate	slightly	lower	than	that	of	the	general	public.	

meanwhile,	older	veterans	volunteer	at	a	higher	rate	and	more	fre-

quently	than	people	with	no	military	background,	suggesting	that	

established	 community	 connections	 may	 lead	 to	 more	 opportuni-

ties	for	veterans’	involvement.

Meanwhile, older veterans volunteer 
at a higher rate and with More 
intensity than people with no 
Military background, suggesting that 
established coMMunity connections 
May lead to More opportunities for 
veterans’ involveMent.  
 
militarY and non-militarY institutions Could 
helP enCourage Veterans to serVe 

veterans’	 organizations	 played	 a	 potent	 role	 in	 getting	 returned	

soldiers	civically	engaged,	as	78	percent	of	those	asked	to	serve	by	a	

Continued on Page 3
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veterans’	organization	have	done	so.	unfortunately,	74	percent	

of	younger,	non-volunteering	veterans	reported	they	had	never	

been	 asked	 to	 serve	 by	 any	 organization,	 and	 75	 percent	 said	

they	did	not	possess	 information	on	meaningful	civic	engage-

ment	 opportunities.	 when	 contacted	 and	 given	 meaningful	

opportunities,	veterans	have	proven	to	be	active	citizens.	

Despite	a	 lower	volunteer	rate	among	recently	returned	veter-

ans,	veterans	of	all	generations	were	more	likely	than	the	gener-

al	public	to	have	attended	a	community	meeting	in	the	past	12	

months,	worked	on	a	community	project,	or	collaborated	with	

a	neighbor	to	solve	a	community	problem.			according	to	data	

from	the	Civic	health	Index,	the	general	veteran	population	was	

more	likely	to	say	that	they	would	be	willing	to	donate	time	to	

help	change	policies	compared	to	the	general	public.

less disParitY between white and latino 
Volunteering Veterans ComPared to 
general PubliC

Consistent	 with	 the	 data	 in	 previous	 CIrCLe	 reports,	 veterans	

with	 more	 education	 also	 volunteered	 at	 higher	 rates.	 	 non-

white	soldiers	were	more	 likely	than	white	soldiers	to	respond	

that	they	had	a	desire	to	volunteer	during	active	duty	by	a	dif-

ference	of	seven	percentage	points.

non-white soldiers were More 
likely than white soldiers to 
report a desire to volunteer 
during active duty by a difference 
of seven percentage points.  

Latino	veterans	were	just	as	likely	as	white	veterans	to	become	

involved	in	their	communities	upon	returning	from	duty	-	clos-

ing	the	volunteering	gap	that	is	normally	seen	between	whites	

and	Latinos.	

Veterans less motiVated bY finanCial 
inCentiVes 

as	a	whole,	veterans	were	not	as	motivated	by	financial	incen-

tives	 to	 become	 civically	 engaged	 as	 was	 the	 general	 public.	

Property	 tax	 reductions	 were	 shown	 to	 be	 the	 most	 appeal-

ing	 incentives	 for	 inspiring	 veterans	 to	 volunteer,	 followed	 by	

non-financial	 training	 opportunities.	 overall,	 recently	 returned	

soldiers	 30	 and	 younger	 were	 significantly	 more	 likely	 to	 get	

involved	with	their	communities	if	they	were	informed	of	oppor-

tunities	by	a	respected	fellow	veteran.	older	veterans	were	more	

likely	 to	 volunteer	 if	 given	 the	 chance	 to	 volunteer	 with	 their	

spouses	or	children.	

Graph 2: Reasons for Not Volunteering, 
% of Veterans who Agree/Strongly Agree

Source: Civic Enterprises OIF/OEF Veterans Survey

The	 fact	 sheet	 on	 volunteering	 and	 civic	 engagement	 among	

recent	 veterans	 can	 be	 found	 at	 http://www.civicyouth.

org/?p=364.	«
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Volunteering among non-College Youth and Youth of immigrant 
origin

Despite	 the	 upward	 trend	 in	 youth	 volunteering,	 both	 non-

college	 youth	 and	 youth	 of	 immigrant	 origin	 (those	 with	 at	

least	 one	 foreign-born	 parent)	 are	 less	 likely	 to	 volunteer	

than	 their	 counterparts,	 according	 to	 two	 new	 CIrCLe	 fact	

sheets:	“volunteering	among	youth	of	 Immigrant	origin”	and	

“volunteering	and	College	experience.”	 	The	research	 is	based	

on	data	from	the	u.s.	Census,	Current	Population	survey	(CPs)	

and	 the	 national	 Conference	 on	 Citizenship’s	 Civic	 health	

Index.

approximately	 43%	 of	 the	 20-	 to	 29-year-old	 population	 has	

no	college	experience.	 In	addition,	approximately	one	 in	 four	

(26%)	young	people	age	18	to	29	had	at	least	one	parent	who	

was	born	outside	the	united	states;	16%	of	youth	aged	18	to	29	

were	born	outside	of	the	united	states.	

eduCation ProVides PathwaY to 
Volunteering oPPortunities

research	shows	that	young	adults	(age	20	to	29)	with	no	col-

lege	 experience	 are	 half	 as	 likely	 to	 volunteer	 compared	 to	

young	adults	with	college	experience.	for	youth	of	immigrant	

origin,	education	also	had	a	strong	impact	on	volunteer	rates.	

according	to	the	authors,	youth	of	immigrant	origin	who	were	

enrolled	 in	 any	 kind	 of	 educational	 institution	 were	 almost	

twice	 as	 likely	 to	 volunteer	 as	 their	 non-enrolled	 peers,	 sug-

gesting	that	education	provides	relevant	knowledge	and	skills	

as	well	as	opportunities	to	volunteer.

as	 the	authors	suggest,	not	 receiving	sufficient	opportunities	

in	high	school	could	affect	the	formation	of	civic	identify	later	

in	 life,	 which	 is	 why	 providing	 volunteering	 opportunities	 is	

crucial.	according	 to	CIrCLe	 Lead	researcher	Kei-Kawashima-

ginsberg,	“This	 research	 should	 encourage	 schools	 and	 com-

munity	 leaders	 to	 make	 sure	 everyone	 has	 opportunities	 to	

volunteer,	so	that	regardless	of	background,	no	young	person	

slips	between	the	cracks.”

	

Graph 1:  Volunteering Among 18-29 year olds by Education and Immigrant 
Origin

      Source: CPS September Volunteering Supplement, 2007

according to the authors,  
youth of iMMigrant origin  
who were enrolled in any kind 
of educational institution 
were alMost twice as likely to 
volunteer as their non-enrolled 
peers, suggesting that education 
provides relevant knowledge and 
skills as well as opportunities to 
volunteer.

Youth of immigrant origin find 
Volunteering oPPortunities through 
alternatiVe Venues

youth	of	 immigrant	origin	were	more	 likely	 to	mention	social	

networks	in	response	to	how	they	got	involved	with	volunteer-

ing,	 whereas	 non-immigrant	 youth	 cited	 families	 more	 often.	

The	report	also	finds	that	youth	of	immigrant	origin	who	either	

spent	 more	 than	 15	 years	 in	 the	 united	 states	 or	 who	 immi-

grated	before	the	age	of	ten	were	more	likely	to	volunteer	than	

those	who	spent	less	time	in	the	u.s.	

The	 authors	 suggest	 that	 becoming	 an	 active	 participant	 in	

the	 community	 may	 take	 time.	 It	 is	 possible	 that	 the	 families	

of	immigrant	youth	do	not	yet	have	as	strong	ties	to	the	com-

munity	as	families	of	non-immigrant	youth.	
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CIrCLe	 Director	 Peter	 Levine	 notes,	 “we	 need	 immigrants,	

one	 of	 the	 fastest	 growing	 segments	 of	 our	 population,	 to	

be	involved	in	our	communities.	volunteering	benefits	those	

who	serve	and	those	whom	they	help.	Communities,	policy-

makers,	and	institutions	must	provide	better	access	to	volun-

teer	opportunities	for	young	immigrants.”

non-College Youth maY benefit  from new 
media and religious organizations

The	 fact	 sheet	“volunteering	and	College	experience”	shows	

that	 religious	 organizations	 and	 new	 media	 may	 offer	 path-

ways	 to	 volunteering	 opportunities	 for	 non-college	 youth.		

generally	speaking,	religious	service	attendance	is	associated	

with	higher	rates	of	volunteering.	for	non-college	youth,	this	

remains	 the	 case:	 non-college	 youth	 who	 attend	 religious	

services	are	twice	as	likely	to	volunteer	as	those	who	do	not	

attend	 services	 regularly.	 moreover,	 when	 asked	 for	 which	

type	 of	 organization	 they	 volunteered,	 “religious”	 organiza-

tions	 were	 the	 top	 choice	 for	 young	 people	 regardless	 of	

college	 experience.	 	 religious	 organizations	 could	 serve	 as	

a	 venue	 for	 non-college	 youth	 to	 access	 more	 institutional-

ized	forms	of	volunteering	(opportunities	that	college-bound	

youth	have	access	to	through	school).	

Graph 2: Volunteering and Religious Service Participation by College 

Attendance (Ages18-29)
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Source: America’s Civic Health Index 2008

The	 study	 found	 that	 young	 people	 who	 used	 new	 forms	

of	 media	 for	 civic	 purposes,	 such	 as	 social	 networking	 sites	

(myspace,	 facebook),	 youtube,	 and	 text	 messaging,	 also	

volunteered	 at	 a	 higher	 rate	 than	 those	 who	 did	 not.	 	 non-

college	youth	who	used	new	media	for	civic	purposes	were	

between	 10	 and	 40	 percent	 more	 likely	 to	 volunteer	 than	

those	who	did	not.

non-college youth who used new 
Media for civic purposes were 
between 10 and 40 percent More 
likely to volunteer than those 
who did not. 

as	the	authors	point	out,	the	data	should	be	interpreted	with	

caution	as	the	use	of	new	media	is	also	connected	with	other	

factors	relating	to	volunteering,	such	as	 income.	while	more	

research	is	needed	on	the	topic,	new	media	could	be	a		tool	

to	break	down	barriers	to	volunteering	by	helping	youth	with	

no	college	experience	find	 information	related	to	volunteer-

ing	opportunities.

Both	 fact	 sheets	 can	 be	 downloaded	 from	 CIrCLe’s	 web	

site.	 	 “volunteering	 among	 youth	 of	 Immigrant	 origin”	 can	

be	downloaded	from	http://www.civicyouth.org/?p=354	and	

“volunteering	 and	 College	 experience”	 can	 be	 downloaded	

from	http://www.civicyouth.org/?p=350.	«
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Youth Voter turnout down in new JerseY, about the same in 
Virginia, ComPared to Past gubernatorial eleCtions

young	voters	played	a	major	 role	 in	 the	2008	presidential	elec-

tion,	but	less	so	in	2009.		In	the	new	Jersey	governor’s	race,	turn-

out	decreased	by	seven	points	to	19%	between	1997	and	2009.		

In	virginia,	turnout	decreased	by	just	one	point	to	17%	between	

1997	and	2009.		Less	than	one	in	five	eligible	young	people	voted	in	

both	states.	a	majority	of	young	people	preferred	the	Democratic	

candidate	in	new	Jersey	and	the	republican	candidate	in	virginia.	

To	 produce	 state-level	 youth	 voting	 estimates	 immediately	

following	 an	 election,	 CIrCLe	 relies	 on	 preliminary	 exit	 polls,	

which	are	subject	to	revision.			we	must	use	1997	for	comparison	

because	 no	 turnout	 data	 are	 available	 for	 more	 recent	 off-year	

elections	in	these	two	states.	Thus	we	do	not	know	the	change	

since	 2005,	 the	 most	 recent	 gubernatorial	 election	 year	 in	

virginia	 and	 new	 Jersey.	 Comparisons	 to	 the	 presidential	 elec-

tion	year	of	2008	are	misleading	because	turnout	is	always	much	

lower	in	odd-numbered	years.

Table 1: Turnout in Gubernatorial Elections, ages 18-29

STATE 1997 2009

New Jersey 26% 19%

Virginia 18% 17%

as	a	proportion	of	all	the	people	who	voted,	in	2009,	under-30s	

represented	9%	in	new	Jersey	and	10%	in	virginia.	(“Turnout”	is	

the	proportion	of	all	young	citizens	who	voted,	shown	above.)

In	virginia,	where	republican	robert	f.	mcDonnell	won	the	elec-

tion	 by	 a	 large	 margin,	 young	 voters	 preferred	 mcDonnell	 to	

Democrat	r.	Creigh	Deeds	by	54%	to	44%.	In	new	Jersey,	young	

voters	 preferred	 Jon	 s.	 Corzine	 over	 Christopher	 J.	 Christie	 by	

57%	 to	 36%.	 In	 new	york	 City,	 young	 voters	 preferred	 michael	

r.	Bloomberg	to	william	C.	Thompson	Jr.	by	49%	to	48%.	These	

results	are	based	on	exit	polls	conducted	by	edison	research.

Data	from	the	2000,	2004,	and	2008	presidential	elections	show	

that	 youth	 turnout	 in	 virginia,	 new	 Jersey,	 and	 nationally	 had	

been	increasing	in	presidential	years:

Table 2: Turnout in National Elections, ages 18-29

STATE 2000 2004 2008

New Jersey 41% 51% 53%

Virginia 47% 43% 59%

National 40% 49% 51%

	

“although	 17	 and	 19	 percent	 are	 low	 turnout	 numbers	 and	 far	

from	 satisfactory,	 they	 should	 be	 put	 in	 context,”	 said	 CIrCLe	

Lead	 researcher	 Kei	 Kawashima-ginsberg.	 	 “Turnout	 is	 always	

much	lower	in	off-year	gubernatorial	elections	than	in	presiden-

tial	 years.”	 also,	 it	 is	 a	 statistical	 mistake	 to	 generalize	 or	 make	

predictions	based	on	a	very	small	sample,	such	as	two	governors’	

races.	 we	 do	 know,	 however,	 that	 gubernatorial	 campaigns	

and	 independent,	 nonpartisan	 groups	 put	 more	 resources	 into	

mobilizing	youth	 in	2005	than	they	did	 in	2009.	other	research	

shows	 that	 campaigning	 to	 young	 voters	 is	 effective	 at	 raising	

their	turnout.

 “turnout is always Much lower in 
off-year gubernatorial elections 
than in presidential years.”

as	 another	 way	 of	 estimating	 turnout	 trends,	 CIrCLe	 analyzed	

the		number	of	votes	cast	in	13	precincts	in	va	and	five	precincts	

in	nJ	that	have	relatively	high	concentrations	of	college	students.		

These	precincts	were	the	focus	of	non-partisan	get-out-the-vote	

efforts	of	the	student	PIrgs’	new	voters	Project	in	2005.	we	com-

pared	 the	 turnout	 rate	 of	 registered	 voters	 from	 the	 2001	 and	

2005	 gubernatorial	 election	 with	 turnout	 of	 registered	 voters		

in	 2009	 and	 found	 that	 the	 number	 of	 voters	 decreased	 by	 an	

average	 of	 seven	 percentage	 points	 (compared	 to	 2001)	 in	 the	

precincts	studied	in	va	and	increased	by	three	percentage	points	

(compared	to	2001)	in	nJ.

again,	it	is	important	to	note	that	the	campaign	and	nonpartisan	

resources	devoted	to	youth	outreach	were	smaller	in	2009	than	

in	2005.	for	instance,	in	new	Jersey	the	PIrgs	made	16,000	get-

out-the-vote	contacts	in	2005	and	9,000	in	2009.		The	PIrgs	did	

not	have	a	get-out-the-vote	effort	in	va	in	2009.	«

*	The	estimated	number	of	young	people	who	voted	in	the	1997	va	and	nJ	governor’s	races	

were	calculated	using:	(1)	the	number	of	ballots	cast	in	each	race	according	to	the	media,	(2)	

the	youth	share	of	those	who	voted,	as	reported	by	Cnn/	Time	exit	Poll,	and	(3)	the	estimated	

number	 of	 18-29	 year	 old	 citizens	 taken	 from	 the	 1997	 Census	 Current	 Population	 survey,	

march	Demographic	file.
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new CirCle worKing PaPers on CiViC engagement 

Beginning	in	2002,	CIrCLe	began	funding	much	needed	research	on	

the	 civic	 and	 political	 engagement	 of	 young	 people.	 	 To	 date,	 this	

funding	 has	 resulted	 in	 nearly	 70	 working	 papers,	 15	 reports	 (pub-

lished	 by	 organizations	 other	 than	 CIrCLe),	 and	 eight	 books.	 	 The	

publications	represent	exciting	and	diverse	additions	to	the	research	

on	civic	engagement.	 	at	CIrCLe	we	remain	committed	to	bringing	

together	researchers	from	multiple	fields	to	create	an	interdisciplin-

ary	collection	of	research	on	youth	civic	engagement.		all	reports	can	

be	 downloaded	 free	 from	 CIrCLe’s	web	 site	 at	 www.civicyouth.org.		

The	following	is	a	listing	of	the	most	recent	CIrCLe	reports	along	with	

a	short	abstract	for	each	report.

n	 mcDevitt,	 m.	 (2009).	 spiral	 of	 rebellion:	 Conflict	 seeking	 of	

Democratic	 adolescents	 in	 republican	 Counties.	 (CIrCLe	 working	

Paper	no.	68).	retrieved	from	Center	for	Information	and	research	on	

Civic	 Learning	 and	 engagement	 (CIrCLe)	 website:	 http://www.civic

youth.org/Popups/workingPapers/wP_68_mcDevitt.pdf

In	 CIrCLe	 working	 Paper	 #68,	 a	 study	 of	 adolescents	 living	 in	 red	

and	blue	counties	during	the	2006	midterm	elections	shows	a	strik-

ing	pattern	of	Democratic	youth	thriving	in	political	expression	and	

debate	when	exposed	to	republican	ideological	climates.	Democratic	

adolescents	were	more	likely	to	talk	with	parents	and	friends	about	

politics,	 disagree	 openly,	 test	 opinions,	 and	 listen	 to	 opponents	 if	

they	lived	in	republican	counties	compared	with	Democratic	youth	

living	in	liberal	or	balanced	counties.	Compared	to	republican	youth	

residing	 in	 the	same	communities,	Democratic	youth	 in	republican	

counties	 were	 also	 more	 likely	 to	 engage	 in	 political	 discussion,	 to	

pay	attention	to	news	media,	and	to	express	confidence	in	their	abil-

ity	to	comprehend	campaign	issues.	The	results	of	the	report	suggest	

that	Democratic	 identity	 is	 frequently	expressed	in	deliberative	and	

conflict-seeking	activities,	while	republican	identity	is	often	ground-

ed	in	knowledge.	overall,	the	study	suggests	the	value	of	peer-critical	

discussion	as	a	strategy	for	youth	political	mobilization.

n	finlay,	a.,	&	flanagan,	C.	(2009).	Civic	engagement	and	educational	

Progress	in	young	adulthood.	(CIrCLe	working	Paper	no.	67).	retrieved	

from	 Center	 for	 Information	 and	 research	 on	 Civic	 Learning	 and	

engagement	 (CIrCLe)	 website:	 http://www.civicyouth.org/Popups/

workingPapers/wP_67_finley_flanagan.pdf

In	CIrCLe	working	Paper	#67,	finlay	and	flanagan	study	the	correla-

tion	 between	 civic	 engagement	 and	 educational	 progress	 among	

young	adults	(those	between	the	ages	of	16	and	30	at	baseline)	and	

find	that	those	who	make	academic	progress	over	a	four-year	period	

are	also	more	likely	to	participate	in	civic	activities	such	as	voting,	vol-

unteering,	and	accessing	social	media	to	discuss	current	events.	This	

relationship	 holds	 for	 young	 adults	 from	 low-income	 backgrounds	

as	 well	 as	 high-income	 backgrounds.	 The	 authors	 note	 that	 some	

groups	are	more	likely	than	others	to	make	educational	progress	over	

the	four	years.	They	find	that	low-income	youth	who	make	academic	

progress	over	the	four	years	are	more	likely	to	participate	in	sustained	

engagement,	 such	 as	 volunteering	 and	 voting,	 than	 low-income	

youth	who	make	no	educational	progress.		The	authors	note	that	fac-

tors	such	as	divorce	and	having	young	children	are	especially	disad-

vantageous	in	furthering	educational	progress.	They	propose	several	

interpretations	 of	 their	 findings:	 educational	 progress	 may	 lead	 to	

higher	levels	of	engagement;	sustained	service	may	link	young	adults	

to	 opportunities	 and	 mentors	 that	 assist	 them	 in	 continuing	 their	

education;	and	more	motivated	young	adults	may	be	more	likely	to	

continue	their	education	and	get	engaged	in	civic	affairs.	

n	Castle,	K.,	Levy,	J.,	&	Peshkin,	m.	(2009).	Local	and	absentee	voter	

registration	Drives	on	a	College	Campus	(CIrCLe	working	Paper	no.	

66).	 retrieved	 from	 Center	 for	 Information	 and	 research	 on	 Civic	

Learning	and	engagement	(CIrCLe)	website:	http://www.civicyouth.

org/Popups/workingPapers/wP_66_CastleLevyPeshkin.pdf

In	 CIrCLe	 working	 Paper	 #66,	 authors	 Kim	 Castle,	 Janice	 Levy	 and	

michael	Peshkin	assess	the	outcomes	of	an	in-person	campus	drive	in	

2008	in	which	students	were	offered	a	choice	of	college-state	voting	

in	Illinois,	or	home-state	voting	by	absentee	ballot.	The	study	found	

that	the	great	majority	of	students	who	came	from	swing	states	chose	

to	vote	back	home.	students	from	swing	states	preferred	home-state	

voting	over	local	voting	by	an	8-to-1	ratio.	The	study	also	found	high	

turnout	 rates	 both	 for	 students	 who	 voted	 locally	 and	 by	 absentee	

ballot.	79%	of	students	who	registered	locally	voted,	and	84%	of	stu-

dents	who	got	an	absentee	ballot	voted.	although	absentee	voting	

is	more	complicated	than	local	voting,	most	students	chose	absentee	

voting.	The	study	concluded	that:

•	 students	can	be	diligent	voters	with	high	turnout,	both	by	absentee	

	 ballot	and	in	local	voting.

•	 students	who	can	vote	in	their	home	state	or	their	college	state	are	

	 strongly	influenced	in	that	choice	by	the	closeness	of	the	presiden-	

	 tial	election.

Continued on Page 12
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The	 survey’s	 results	 reflect	 the	 hard	 choices	 americans	 have	

made	during	the	downturn,	with	72	percent	of	respondents	say-

ing	 they	 have	 cut	 back	 on	 time	 engaged	 in	 civic	 participation,	

which	includes	time	spent	volunteering,	participating	in	groups	

or	performing	other	civic	activities	 in	their	communities.	Public	

perception	supports	this	finding,	as	66	percent	of	americans	say	

they	 feel	other	people	are	responding	to	the	current	economic	

downturn	 by	 looking	 out	 for	 themselves,	 with	 only	 19	 percent	

saying	people	around	them	are	responding	to	the	recession	by	

helping	 each	 other	 more.	 	 “The	 economic	 crisis	 has	 triggered	

civic	foreclosure,”	said	michael	weiser,	nCoC	Chairman,	“The	good	

heart	of	americans	 is	still	very	evident,	 though,	as	 they	refocus	

on	basic	needs.”

“the econoMic crisis has triggered 
civic foreclosure,” said Michael 
weiser, ncoc chairMan, “the good 
heart of aMericans is still very 
evident, though, as they refocus on 
basic needs.” 

ProViding food and shelter in times of need

even	 though	 they	 are	 disproportionately	 affected	 by	 the	 eco-

nomic	downturn,	low-income	americans	are	still	finding	ways	to	

give	 back	 to	 their	 communities.	Thirty-nine	 percent	 of	 respon-

dents	 with	 an	 income	 less	 than	 $50,000	 reported	 helping	 oth-

ers	 by	 providing	 food	 or	 shelter,	 compared	 to	 only	 27	 percent	

of	 americans	 with	 a	 higher	 income.	 overall,	 50	 percent	 of	

americans	gave	food	or	money	to	someone	who	was	not	a	rela-

tive,	while	17	percent	allowed	a	relative	to	live	in	their	home	and	

more	than	one-in-ten	took	in	non-relatives.

soCial networKing sites and religion maY 
offer PathwaYs to CiViC PartiCiPation

The	 Civic	 health	 Index	 also	 explored	 the	 relationship	 between	

online	forms	of	engagement	and	community-based	civic	activi-

ties.	The	results	show	that	millennials	who	use	social	networking	

sites	 for	civic	purposes	are	 far	more	 likely	to	actively	engage	 in	

civic	participation	in	their	communities.	

religion	 plays	 a	 major	 role	 in	 civic	 engagement,	 as	 40	 percent	

of	 respondents	 who	 reported	 they	 are	 frequent	 participants	 in	

religious	 services	 noted	 they	 had	 increased	 their	 level	 of	 civic	

engagement.	 In	 addition,	 individuals	 who	 reported	 they	 had	 a	

high	 level	 of	 social	 activity	 –	 visiting	 often	 with	 friends,	 eating	

together	as	a	family	or	belonging	to	a	local	club	–	also	reported	

an	increase	in	civic	engagement.	The	results	indicate	that	social	

engagement	through	church,	friends,	or	even	via	social	network-

ing	sites	can	have	a	significant	impact	in	countering	the	negative	

effect	of	the	current	economic	downturn	on	civic	engagement.

“god,	friends,	and	facebook	provide	a	civic	safety	net,”	said	David	

B.	 smith,	 nCoC	 executive	 Director,	“spending	 time	 with	 others	

enhances	 social	 connections	 that	 provide	 resiliency	 in	 tough	

economic	times.”

generational differenCes:  millennials most 
liKelY generation to Volunteer

The	 Civic	 health	 Index	 also	 found	 generational	 differences.	 of	

those	 surveyed,	 Baby	 Boomers	 had	 the	 lowest	 volunteering	

rate	 at	 35	 percent,	 while	 millennials	 had	 the	 highest	 rate	 at	 43	

percent.	 however,	 in	 terms	 of	 material	 contributions	 including	

providing	food,	money,	or	shelter,	Baby	Boomers	were	far	more	

likely	 to	 provide	 support	 (38	 percent)	 compared	 to	 millennials	

(28	percent).

2009 CiViC health index rePort finds CiViC engagement under stress 
in the reCession

The	national	Conference	on	Citizenship	(nCoC)	has	released	its	annual	Civic	health	Index	report	for	2009,	entitled	"Civic	health	in	hard	Times."	
as	in	past	years,	CIrCLe	contributed	to	the	design	and	analysis	of	the	national	survey	that	was	the	basis	of	the	study	and	helped	with	the	
writing	of	the	report.	In	addition	to	the	40	measures	of	civic	participation	that	compose	the	Civic	health	Index,	the	survey	included	timely	
questions	about	civic	issues.	To	learn	more	or	to	download	the	report,	visit:	http://www.civicyouth.org/?p=353.
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n “VETERAnS DAY IS A TEACHABLE MOMEnT FOR MAnY 
uS SCHOOLS,” BY AMAnDA PAuLSOn, THE CHRISTIAn 
SCIEnCE MOnITOR, 11/11/2009

n “FOR TODAY’S TEEnS, A POLITICS WEBSITE OF THEIR 
OWn,” BY STACY TEICHER KHADAROO, CHRISTIAn SCIEnCE 
MOnITOR, 11/11/2009

n “TEEnS REFLECT On OBAMA’S FIRST YEAR AS PRESIDEnT,” 
BY JOSHuA EFERIGHE, THE MACOn TELEGRAPH, 11/10/2009

n “YOunG VOTERS MAY SEIzE ELECTIOn DAY,” BY BILL 
nEMITz, PORTLAnD PRESS HERALD, 11/1/2009

n “DEEDS, DEMOCRATS LOOK TO STuDEnTS TO TuRn TIDE 
In VA GOVERnOR ELECTIOn,” BY ERIKA LOVELY, VIRGInIAn 
PILOT, 10/15/2009

n “DEMS LOOK TO STuDEnTS TO TuRn TIDE,” BY ERIKA 
LOVELY, POLITICO, 10/15/2009

n “STuDEnT VOTERS FROM SWInG STATES PREFERRED 
ABSEnTEE BALLOTS In 2008, STuDY FInDS,” BY LIBBY nEL-
SOn, THE CHROnICLE OF HIGHER EDuCATIOn, 10/1/2009

n “uCO TO MARK COnSTITuTIOn DAY,” BY SARAH HILL, 
THE OKLAHOMAn, 9/9/2009

n “CIVIC HEALTH InDEX FInDS AMERICA In THE MIDST OF 
CIVIC FORECLOSuRE,” BY THE nATIOnAL COnFEREnCE On 
CITIzEnSHIP, YAHOO! nEWS, 8/27/2009

n “CELEBRITIES LEnD WEIGHT TO PROMOTE CIVICS EDuCA-
TIOn,” BY MARY Ann zEHR, EDuCATIOn WEEK, 8/25/2009
 

c i r c l e  i n  t h e  n e w s
Continued from Page 8

“we	 had	 hoped	 the	 economic	 hardship	 might	 trigger	 more	

compassion	as	people	saw	real	suffering	and	needs,”	said	John	

Bridgeland,	 Chairman	 of	 nCoC’s	 advisory	 Board	 and	 Ceo	 of	

Civic	enterprises.	“while	this	 is	not	true	for	volunteering,	 it	 is	

true	for	providing	food	and	shelter.	and	people	with	the	least	

means	are	giving	the	most.”	

other KeY findings

•	 31	 percent	 of	 survey	 respondents	 noted	 they	 had	 a	“great	

deal	 of	 confidence”	 in	 small	 businesses,	 making	 them	 the	

most	trusted	institution.	major	companies	ranked	last	on	the	

Index	in	terms	of	public	confidence	(five	percent),	with	banks,	

Congress	 and	 the	 executive	 branch	 garnering	 six	 percent.	

•	40	percent	of	african	americans	expressed	some	level	of	trust	

in	federal	government,	compared	to	only	22	percent	of	whites.	

•	68	percent	of	respondents	said	that	they	would	be	willing	to	

provide	food	to	those	in	need.

•	 69	 percent	 of	 respondents	 said	 that	 they	 would	 buy	 u.s.-

made	products	to	help	foster	improved	local	economic	activity.	

america’s	Civic	health	 Index	 is	 released	annually	 in	conjunc-

tion	 with	 nCoC’s	 conference.	The	 2009	 conference	 was	 held	

on	wednesday,	september	9,	in	washington,	D.C.		In	addition	

to	 the	 national	 report,	 nCoC	 has	 released	 a	 series	 of	 state	

reports	 measuring	 civic	 health	 compiled	 with	 the	 assistance	

of	CIrCLe.		for	more	information	on	these	reports	please	see,		

www.ncoc.net.	«
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fRom ReseaRch To pRacTice, a column dedicaTed To 

Recognizing successful “bRidges” beTween ReseaRcheRs 

and pRacTiTioneRs, RepoRTs on ReseaRch wiTh pRacTical 

implicaTions foR youTh civic engagemenT. 

R e s e A R c h  t O  p R A c t i c e

Conversations	about	“the	youth	vote”	often	focus	on	the	individual	

motivations	 of	 youth	 much	 more	 than	 other	 influential	 factors.	

research	shows,	however,	that	several	factors	 influence	the	likeli-

hood	that	a	young	person	will	vote.	There	are	individual	and	famil-

ial	factors,	environmental	factors	and	institutional	factors.	

In	2003,	CIrCLe	released	 its	 first	publication	on	state	voting	poli-

cies	(an	institutional	factor)	and	their	influence	on	the	youth	vote.1	

CIrCLe	has	been	tracking	these	policies	since	2003	and	in	July	2009	

released	 an	 updated	 fact	 sheet,	“state	 election	 Law	 reform	 and	

youth	voter	Turnout.”2	This	analysis	found	that	in	2008,	on	average,	

59%	of	young	americans	whose	home	state	offered	election-Day	

registration	(eDr)	voted,	nine	percentage	points	higher	than	those	

who	did	not	live	in	eDr	states.

this analysis finds that in 2008, on 
average, 59% of young aMericans 
whose hoMe state offered edr voted; 
nine percentage points higher than 
those who did not live in edr states.

	This	article	uses	CIrCLe’s	recent	fact	sheet	on	state	election	laws	

to	 approach	 the	 topic	 from	 a	 different	 angle:	 the	 experience	 of	

election-Day	registration	on	the	ground.		

election-Day	 registration,	 now	 offered	 in	 nine	 states,	 does	 not	

drastically	change	how	the	organizers	 interviewed	 for	 this	article	

approach	 an	 election.	 organizers	 from	 the	 new	 voters	 Project	

(nvP)	and	Democracy	north	Carolina	said	that	election-day	regis-

tration	is	not	a	complete	game-changer.	

samantha	gibb	headed	up	the	new	voters	Project	at	the	university	

of	wisconsin-madison	in	2008.	The	new	voters	Project,	a	project	of	

the	student	PIrgs,	“is	a	nonpartisan	effort	to	register	young	people	

and	 get	 them	 to	 the	 polls	 on	 election	 Day.”3	 she	 says	 that	 they	

did	not	do	much	differently	from	her	colleagues	in	states	without	

election-Day	 registration.4	 In	 fact,	 gibb	 said	 that	 they	 acted	 as	 if

they	 had	 a	 deadline,	 trying	 to	 register	 as	 many	 people	 by	

wisconsin’s	 registration	 deadline	 as	 possible,	 even	 though	 stu-

dents	could	register	at	the	polls.	while	over	400	students	registered	

in	 just	 the	 last	 30	 minutes	 before	 the	 pre-registration	 deadline,	

gibb	 said	 that	 get-out-the-vote	 efforts	 continued	 since	 the	 non-

registered	were	still	eligible.	

“same-day	 registration	 provided	 an	 extra	 tool	 to	 tell	 youth	

about	 when	 talking	 about	 the	 voting	 process,”	 said	 adam	 sotak,	

organizing	 Director	 at	 Democracy	 north	 Carolina,	 who	 seemed	

to	 use	 a	 similar	 approach	 to	 gibb.5	 (nC	 offers	 same-day	 registra-

tion,	 a	 similar	 concept	 to	 election-Day	 registration.)	 Democracy	

north	 Carolina	“is	 a	 nonpartisan	 organization	 working	 statewide	

to	 fulfill	 the	 promise	 of	‘one	 person,	 one	 vote,’	 the	 bedrock	 prin-

ciple	 of	 equal	 rights	 and	 self-determination.”6	“To	 most	 youth,	 it	

seems	like	a	common	sense	approach,”	said	sotak	about	same-day	

registration.	 In	 nC	 voters	 can	 register	 and	 vote	 on	 the	 same	 day	

during	the	early	voting	period.	“	many	other	aspects	of	youth	voter	

education	remained	the	same,”	added	sotak,	“youth	are	in	need	of	

information	on	candidates	and	are	often	intimidated	by	the	voting	

process.”	

state	 Boards	 of	 elections	 and	 County	 Clerks	 also	 interact	 with	

young	voters	and	say	it	is	easier	to	provide	youth	with	information	

about	 an	 election	 when	 eDr	 is	 involved.	 Iowa	 is	 the	 most	 recent	

state	to	pass	eDr,	approving	it	in	2008.	“we	have	found	that	public	

education	is	easier	for	all	age	groups	in	the	sense	that,	no	matter	

when	a	voter	contacts	our	office	regarding	what	he	or	she	must	do	

in	order	to	be	able	to	register	to	vote	and	cast	a	ballot,	there	is	an	

option	for	him	or	her	to	do	so,”	said	Jack	Beeson,	assistant	to	the	

elections	 Director	 in	 the	 Iowa	 secretary	 of	 state’s	 office.	“It’s	 our	

experience	that	 it	takes	the	same	amount	of	time	-	or	 longer	-	to	

explain	to	someone	why	he	or	she	can’t	vote	as	it	does	to	explain	

how	he	or	she	can	register	and	vote.”7	vickie	Zeier	 is	 the	Clerk	of	

missoula	 County,	 where	 the	 university	 of	 montana-missoula	 is	

located.	she	shared	a	similar	sentiment	saying	that	public	educa-

tion	“was	easier	because	our	message	was	that	you	could	register	

to	vote	up	until	8:00	pm	on	election	Day.”8	

PraCtitioner exPerienCes of eleCtion daY / same daY 
registration and the Youth Vote
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Linda	 mcCulloch,	 montana	 secretary	 of	 state,	 shared	 data	 with	

CIrCLe	 that	 indicated	 that	 18-to-24	 year-olds	 were	 more	 likely	 to	

use	election-Day	registration	in	2008	than	in	2006.9	she	said,	“youth	

voters	 embraced	 eDr	 even	 further	 in	 2008,	 with	 18-to-24	 year-olds	

making	 up	 about	 32%	 of	 the	 election-Day	 registrants.”	 specifically	

in	missoula	County,	Zeier	estimated	that	“more	than	85%	of	my	eDr	

[voters]	 are	 18-to-29	 year-olds.	This	 age	 bracket	 definitely	 uses	 late	

registration	 and	 eDr	 more	 than	 the	 other	 age	 brackets.”	 In	 Iowa	 in	

2008,	“34%	[of	election-day	registrants]	were	between	the	ages	of	18	

and	24.	31%	were	between	25	and	34,”	said	Beeson.	“so,	people	under	

35	made	up	about	two-thirds	of	the	election-Day	registrants,	though	

we	also	found	that	election-Day	registration	was	used	by	people	of	

all	ages.”	

regina	 eaton	 is	 the	 Deputy	 Director	 of	 the	 Democracy	 Program	 at	

Demos,	 a	 non-partisan	 public	 policy	 research	 and	 advocacy	 orga-

nization.10	 her	 job	 is	 to	 focus	“on	 policy	 issues	 aimed	 at	 increasing	

voter	 registration	 and	 turn	 out.”11	 Demos	 has	 published	 numerous	

resources	about	eDr/sDr.	Through	their	work	eaton	says	their	sense	

is	 that	young	people	have	tended	to	use	eDr	more	than	other	age	

groups	when	it’s	available.12	Demos	reported	that	in	wisconsin	young	

voters	took	advantage	of	the	opportunity	to	register	on	primary	day	

in	2008	as	“voters	under	25	years	old	made	up	74,846	of	wisconsin’s	

primary	day	registrants,	accounting	for	over	35	percent	of	the	total.”13

These	results	may	be	impressive,	but	there	are	still	challenges	to	work	

out	with	election-Day	registration.	Based	on	his	experience	in	north	

Carolina,	 sotak	 said	 that	“because	 we	 do	 not	 have	 eDr	 and	 sDr	 is	

only	available	during	the	early	voting	period,	that	causes	some	confu-

sion	across	all	age	groups.”	

additionally,	laws	surrounding	identification	seem	to	provide	a	chal-

lenge.	 “The	 biggest	 challenge	 for	 young	 people	 seems	 to	 be	 not	

having	 the	 proper	 documentation	 to	 prove	 identity	 and	 residence,”	

said	Beeson,	of	the	Ia	secretary	of	state’s	office.	“Particularly,	we	have	

found	that	student	IDs	don’t	usually	satisfy	the	requirements	of	our	

law	 because	 they	 don’t	 typically	 contain	 an	 expiration	 date.	 under	

our	 law,	all	photo	 IDs	must	contain	an	expiration	date	 that	has	not	

passed.”	This	 is	 also	 an	 issue	 that	 sotak	 faced	 in	 nC.	“In	 addition	 to	

student	 ID	 cards,	 most	 college	 students	 needed	 additional	 verifica-

tion	of	ID	from	their	universities	or	colleges	(like	a	list	of	all	students	

living	on	a	campus	provided	by	a	school	and	sent	to	the	county	board	

of	elections	office).	This	was	because	most	college	IDs	do	not	include	

current	address	information	and	that	information	is	required	by	law	

in	order	to	use	sDr	in	nC.	some	colleges	were	more	likely	to	provide	

these	lists	than	others.”		

on	another	side	of	the	situation,	missoula	County	Clerk,	vickie	Zeier	

reflected	that	“eDr	 is	difficult	because	you	do	not	know	how	many	

individuals	will	appear	to	register	and	vote.	The	challenge	is	having	

enough	 staff	 and	 space	 for	 the	 number	 of	 people	 who	 appear	 on	

election	Day.”	as	a	result,	ms.	Zeier	shared	that	she	will	be	“consolidat-

ing	precincts	to	reduce	the	number	of	election	judges	needed	so	that	

I	can	put	more	emphasis	on	eDr.”

what	do	these	practitioners	think	needs	to	be	done	in	the	future?	mT	

secretary	of	state	mcCulloch	is	working	on	two	pieces	of	legislation	

that	she	says	“would	involve	our	youth	in	this	important	component	

of	 our	 democracy.”	 one	 would	 permit	“17	 year-olds	 to	 vote	 in	 the	

primary	election,	if	they	would	turn	18	by	general	election	Day.”	The	

other	focuses	on	recruiting	“16	and	17	year-olds	as	student	election	

judges.”

In	north	Carolina	sotak	suggests	that	educating	people	about	exist-

ing	 policy	 is	 important.	 “	 Continued	 expansion	 and	 promotion	 of	

early	voting	as	a	goTv	tool	is	needed,”	sotak	said.	he	added,	“we	need	

to	put	a	larger	emphasis	on	reaching	non-college	educated	youth.”

“continued expansion and proMotion 
of early voting as a gotv tool is 
needed,” sotak says. 

samantha	 gibb	 and	 sarah	 Clader,	 new	voters	 Project	 organizers	 in	

wI	and	nJ,	 respectively,	say	that	eDr	does	not	replace	peer-to-peer	

outreach.14	Clader	suggests	that	it’s	the	peer-to-peer	experience	that	

gets	students	to	the	polls.	“with	any	sort	of	option	you	have	to	talk	

to	people	individually…just	having	sDr	or	making	it	easy	to	register	

doesn’t	get	them	out	to	vote,”	gibb	says.	“In	the	end	of	it	all,	you	still	

have	to	do	tons	of	outreach.”	«
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•	even	in	the	internet	era,	in-person	voter	drives	reach	many	students	who	

		would	not	otherwise	vote.

n	hutchens,	m.J.,	&	eveland,	w.P.	Jr.	(2009).	The	Long-Term	Impact	of	high	

school	 Civics	 Curricula	 on	 Political	 Knowledge,	 Democratic	 attitudes	

and	 Civic	 Behaviors:	 a	 multi-Level	 model	 of	 Direct	 and	 mediated	 effects	

Through	Communication.	(CIrCLe	working	Paper	no.	65).		retrieved		from	

Center	 for	 Information	and	research	on	Civic	Learning	and	engagement	

(CIrCLe)	 website:	 http://www.civicyouth.org/Popups/workingPapers/

wP_65_eveland.pdf.

In	 CIrCLe	 working	 Paper	 #65,	 authors	 hutchens	 and	 eveland	 examine	

the	effects	of	exposure	to	various	elements	of	a	civics	curriculum	on	civic	

participation,	two	forms	of	political	knowledge,	internal	political	efficacy,	

political	 cynicism,	 news	 elaboration,	 discussion	 elaboration,	 and	 various	

forms	of	 interpersonal	and	mediated	political	communication	behaviors.	

The	data	are	based	on	a	 longitudinal	 study	of	high	school	students	 in	a	

challenged	large	urban	school	district	in	ohio.	Two	approaches	to	instruc-

tion	 are	 contrasted:	 stimulating	 political	 communication	 by	 discussing	

media	 sources	 and	 engaging	 in	 political	 debate;	 and,	 rote	 learning	 of	

traditional	civics	content.	Both	approaches	correlated	negatively	with	civic	

outcomes,	but	there	could	be	several	interpretations	of	that	correlation.	

n	 Torney-Purta,	 J.,	 &	 wilkenfeld,	 B.	 s.	 (2009).	 Paths	 to	 21st	 Century	

Competencies	Through	Civic	education	Classrooms:	an	analysis	of	survey	

results	 from	 ninth-graders.	 washington,	 DC:	 Campaign	 for	 the	 Civic	

mission	 of	 schools	 and	 american	 Bar	 association	 Division	 for	 Public	

education.	 retrieved	 from	 Center	 for	 Information	 and	 research	 on	 Civic	

Learning	 and	 engagement	 (CIrCLe)	 website:	 http://www.civicyouth.org/

Popups/Cms-aBa21stCentskillsstudyfullfinal.pdf

Civic	education,	especially	when	it	is	interactive	and	involves	discussion	of	

current	issues,	is	an	important	way	to	develop	the	skills	young	americans	

need	to	succeed	in	the	21st	century	workforce.	students	who	experience	

interactive	discussion-based	civic	education	(either	by	itself	or	in	combina-

tion	with	lecture-based	civic	education)	score	the	highest	on	“21st	Century	

Competencies,”	 including	 working	 with	 others	 (especially	 in	 diverse	

groups)	 and	 knowledge	 of	 economic	 and	 political	 processes.	 students	

who	 experience	 neither	 interactive	 nor	 lecture-based	 civic	 education	

have	the	lowest	scores	on	all	of	the	21st	Century	competencies	examined.	

This	group,	which	comprises	about	one-quarter	of	all	american	students,	

shows	not	only	low	levels	of	knowledge	but	also	a	relatively	low	level	of	

willingness	to	obey	the	law.

The	 report	 was	 commissioned	 by	 the	 american	 Bar	 association	 Division	

for	 Public	 education	 and	 the	 Campaign	 for	 the	 Civic	 mission	 of	 schools	

with	some	involvement	by	CIrCLe.	«
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